
   CARLISLE PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD MEETING 

The Carlisle Parks and Recreation Board held a meeting Thursday, September 1, 2022 7:00 pm at Stuart 

Community Center.  

The following board members were present: Chairman, Bob Schmidlein, Eric Oakman, Katie Maxwell, 

Christopher Bratton, Curtis Stevens and Whitney Baker. 

Borough Council Liaison, Cate Mellen, Parks & Recreation Director, Andrea Crouse and Recreation 

Assistant, Lashaun Marshall were also in attendance.  Board member Jennifer Love did not attend. There 

were no guests.  

CALL TO ORDER 

Meeting was called to order by Chairman, Bob Schmidlein at 6:59pm. 

WELCOME NEW PARKS AND RECREATION STAFF MEMBER 

The board welcomed Lashaun Marshall, Recreation Assistant in her new role. 

REVIEW OF MINUTES 

Minutes from August 4, 2022 meeting were approved.    Stevens/ Maxwell 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

No public comments 

TABLED DISCUSSION 

Carlisle Pickleball Association had previously requested for the LeTort tennis court conversion to 4, 

dedicated pickleball courts. 

Board member Curtis Stevens provided and read research information found in the journey of Lifestyle 

Medicine and The Washington Post regarding pickleball and its fast growing trend and health 

advantages. Curtis also mentioned the Pickleball courts at LeTort Park are full in the mornings with 

people waiting at times to play. He also said there were many locations to play tennis within the 

borough and no designated pickleball courts other than LeTort. A disadvantage is that LeTort Park 

Tennis court is the only lighted Tennis court within Carlisle’s park system.   

Board Member, Katie Maxwell questioned the borough’s process for allowing the Carlisle Pickleball 

Association’s request. Carlisle Borough Council Liaison, Cate Mellen commented that pickleball could be 

added into long term planning such as the Capital Improvement Budget, but would need to be approved 

during the budget process. However if the association had funds now or could raise funds, Council 

would most likely be in approval of the conversion, if recommended by the Carlisle Parks and Recreation 

Board. 

Curtis stated immediate action could be to take down the tennis net and resurfacing could be 

implemented in a long term plan when the Pickleball Association has the funds. 

Eric Oakman stated the Pickleball Association was looking for a definitive answer from the Board. If the 

answer was “Yes” then the Association would raise the funds for resurfacing the court. Chris Bratton 



suggested the Board could agree to the conversion if Carlisle Pickleball Association raised the funds for 

the project. If they did not come up with the appropriate amount of funds, the Borough could rescind 

the approval. He suggested adding a timeframe for funds raised. Director Crouse recalled a similar 

situation with the Carlisle Bike- Skate Union.  In 2002, the CBSU wanted to put a skate park in Biddle 

Mission Park, however they needed to raise a certain amount to funds in a 2-5 year window. It never 

came to fruition.  

Councilor Mellen stated if the conversion was approved, the Board and the Pickleball Association would 

need to come together to determine what that would look like, as far as funding, timeframe, etc. Chris 

stated that there is no sense of urgency to have this conversion happen immediately. He told the Board 

he asked Director Crouse in an email if there were any instances before that Parks and Recreation had 

an area converted from one activity to another. It was explained that a baseball field was converted to a 

softball field because the group disbanded. Also soccer fields changed to lacrosse fields because the 

soccer organization built their own facility. 

Whitney Baker stated when bringing up the conversion, it comes down to the lights, since LeTort Park 

are the only courts that has lighting. Chris suggested that designated hours for pickleball/ tennis could 

be set at the LeTort courts. 

Eric stated he would be in favor of the conversion as long as the Board is committed in making 

Mooreland tennis courts better. He spoke with some tennis players who said with the idea of having 

seating and some shade would make the area nicer. 

Eric Oakman moved to allow for the conversion of the tennis court to four dedicated pickleball courts at 

LeTort once all funds have been raised by the Carlisle Pickleball Association.                                              

The motion carried.             Oakman/ Baker 

A second motion was made by Eric Oakman to make no immediate change to LeTort courts (meaning 

the tennis lines and nets would remain) and the operation of the courts (meaning tennis) would still be 

allowable but the Parks and Recreation Board would relook at the issue starting in February 2023 since 

all nets will be removed in December2022 through February 2023.                                                                

The motion carried.        Oakman/Maxwell 

 DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Fairground Avenue Linear Park 

All permits and contractors have been approved. The first meeting on site is Tuesday, September 6. 

After the meeting, a construction schedule will be developed. 

Tree of Heaven at Thornwald Park 

 The Tree of Heaven has been identified and large number of Spotted Lanternfly have been found at 

Thornwald Park. Staff is working on a plan for Tree of Heaven removal. 

 

 

 



Cave Hill Homeless Encampments 

Parks Maintenance, with the help of North Middleton Township Police cleared some encampments at 

Cave Hill the week of September 22, 2022. More cleanup is planned in coming weeks. 

Halloween Parade 

The Halloween Parade is scheduled for Wednesday, October 26. Bob Schmidlein, Curtis Stevens, 

Whitney Baker and Chris Bratton have volunteered to be parade judges. 

Holiday Parade 

There will be no Parks and Recreation Board meeting on Thursday, December 1st due to the Holiday 

Parade.  

ADJOUNRMENT 

Following a motion, the meeting adjourned at 7:55pm.     Stevens/Baker  

 

The next Carlisle Parks and Recreation Board meeting is scheduled for October 6th, 2022 at 7:00pm at 

Stuart Community Center. Any member that is unable to attend is asked to notify Andrea Crouse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


